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interested in religion, that their intellectuals are sceptics or
agnostics or even atheists, while the young men are anti-
religious. It is not for me to dogmatize on this question,
but we have to remember that even in early times the reli-
gion of the Chinese was a simple one, consisting chiefly in a
worship of their ancestors, a belief in the spirits and powers
of the natural forces, a worship of the supreme God or
Heaven, and the practice of divination. There was little
of mythology or of ritualism.

I met a large number of students and teachers in the
Universities and other educational institutions and it did not
occur to me that there was anything peculiar to the Chinese
young men and women in the matter of religion. There
will be a new phase of religious life all over the world, a
simpler and more spiritual faith. China is preparing for
it, along with other nations, but there is no serious attempt
to eradicate the instinct for worship which is deeply
implanted within us all. The Chinese may not be sensitive
to problems of speculative theology and personal salvation,
but that does not prove that they are not religious-minded.

At the Fu-tan University, I spoke on the theme, 'Is
religion essential?' The Dean who presided said at the
end of my talk that the students held a debate a few weeks
earlier on a similar subject and decided by a very large
majority that, while dogmatic and institutional religion was
unnecessary, religion as spiritual life was essential for human
progress. We are today proud of our scientific achieve-
ments and technological equipment and organization; we
have also in abundance the moral qualities of obedience,
discipline, loyalty, daring and the spirit of sacrifice. Never
was our social conscience more alive, never was the general
desire for peace more ardent, never was goodwill for our
neighbours more abundant, and yet the world is in the grip of
force and hate. The world seems to be like a pilotless plane.
It has power, movement, speed and potentiality for good,
but it has lost direction. What we need is not more know-
ledge or more organization; it is not even more discipline or